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Wren’s Nest Primary School Handwriting Policy 

  

Handwriting is a skill, which, like reading and spelling, affects written 

communication across the curriculum. Ultimately children must be able 

to write with ease, speed and legibility. The physical development of 

young children helps them to make gross motor movements which are 

the precursor to the fine motor movements required to form letters 

belonging to handwriting families.  Cursive handwriting teaches pupils 

to join letters and words as a series of flowing movements and patterns. 

Handwriting skills should be taught regularly and systematically using 

the Nelson Handwriting script. This programme provides a clearly 

structured sequence with full coverage of the technical aspects of 

writing (including letter formation, basic joins, printing, speed writing and slope). The 

children should have a standalone-timetabled session in each year group, to focus on 

letter formation and joining, using the statutory spellings, e.g. Year 1/ 2 CEW. See 

appendices for guidance on the progression of skills taught through the scheme. 

  

 Aims  

 At Wren’s Nest Primary School our aims in teaching handwriting are that the pupils 

will:   

 Achieve a neat, legible style with correctly formed 

letters in accordance with the Nelson handwriting 

font.  

 Develop flow and speed.  

 Eventually produce the letters automatically and in 

their independent writing.  

  

In order to achieve these aims, the following principles are 

followed:  

 

 Teaching and Learning  

  

 Children should experience coherence and continuity in learning and teaching 

across Time for Twos, EYFS and School.  

 Develop a recognition and appreciation of pattern and line and be given support 

in forming a triangular grip.  

 Understand the importance of clear and neat presentation in order to 

communicate meaning clearly.  

 Encouraged to take pride in the presentation of their work and therefore study 

handwriting with a sense of enjoyment and achievement.  



 Be supported in developing correct spelling quickly through a multi-sensory 

approach to handwriting in the Early Years and by joining graphemes in KS1, 

specifically from Spring Term Year 2.  

 Shown how to be able to write quickly to aid expressing themselves creatively 

and imaginatively across the curriculum and for a range of purposes.  

 

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding  

  

EYFS  Time for Twos - Early Years  

In this first stage, children experience a sensory approach. Activities include: mark-

making in paint, shaving foam, sand, large scale mark-making, ribbon sticks and ‘music 

and movement’ sessions to develop fine and gross motor-skills.  

In pre-school and nursery, children take part in ‘basic skills’ sessions. 1:1 intervention 

is provided and includes tracing activities, threading, mark-making support and scissor 

control to develop fine motor skills. The children practise larger marks using gross 

motor skills first participating in activities like large chalking, painting water on the 

floor and using ribbon sticks. 

Children take part in activities to develop their fine and gross motor-skills and 

recognition of patterns, for example, to form letters using their index finger in sand 

or using paint. Children should begin to learn how to correctly hold a pencil. Then how 

to use a pencil and hold it effectively to form recognisable letters most of which are 

correctly formed. Children in Reception are sat at tables to write and promote core 

strength. Teachers and staff continue to guide children on how to form letters 

correctly.  

  

Key Stage 1  

Children will continue to develop fine and gross motor-skills with a range of 

multisensory activities. Handwriting is taught during standalone-timetabled sessions. 

Teachers and support staff continue to guide children on how to 

form letters correctly, using a comfortable and efficient pencil 

grip. Children should now be leaving spaces between words and 

sitting correctly at tables.  By the end of Key Stage 1 children will 

be able to write legibly, using upper and lower-case letters 

appropriately and correct spacing between words.  Some children 

will have learned how to join letters using the four handwriting joins 

from the Nelson handwriting scheme. Joining should be taught 

explicitly in the Spring Term of Year 2.  



  

Key Stage 2  

During this stage, the children continue to have direct teaching 

during a standalone-timetabled session and regular opportunities to 

practise handwriting. We aim for them to develop a clear, fluent 

style and by the end of Year 6 be able to adapt their handwriting 

for different purposes, such as: a neat, legible hand for finished, 

presented work, a faster script for note making and the ability to 

print for labelling diagrams etc.  

  

 

 

 

 

Provision for left-handed children  

At least 10% of the population are left-handed, the majority of whom are boys. All 

teachers are aware of the specific needs of left-handed pupils and make appropriate 

provision:  

  

 paper should be positioned to the left for right-handed 

pupils and to the right for left-handed pupils and slanted 

to suit the individual in either case  

 pencils should not be held too close to the point as this can 

interrupt pupils’ line of vision 

 pupils should be positioned so that they can place their 

paper to their left side  

 left-handed pupils should sit to the left of a right-handed 

child so that they are not competing for space  

 extra practice with left-to-right exercises may well be 

necessary before pupils write left-to-right automatically  

 Left-handed scissors available 

  

  

Capital letters  

Capital letters stand alone and are not joined to the next letter. Children begin starting 

sentences and writing names using a capital letter and not joining the subsequent letter. 

The teacher should model this in all lessons.  

  

Inclusion  

The vast majority of pupils are able to write legibly and fluently.  However, some pupils 

need more support and provision will be made for this through intervention sessions.  

Teachers of children, whose handwriting is limited, by problems with fine motor skills, 

should develop an individual programme designed to meet the specific needs of the 



individual child. Interventions such as ‘Dough Disco’, fine 

motor development groups and specific occupational therapy 

targets may be necessary if a child is under this. Teachers 

ensure that specific resources such as pencil grips, target 

pencils/pens are available for writing as they may be 

necessary for children with motor difficulties. 

 

  

The Learning Environment  

 In the Early Years Families of letters known as: Long Ladder, 

Curly Caterpillar, One Arm Robot and Zig Zag letters should 

be displayed showing starting points and direction of 

movement. The invisible line may be shown and lined paper, 

boards or the interactive boards used to model writing. In KS1 

and KS2 the joins if displayed should be written on lined paper.  

Teachers and support staff should always model writing on 

lines using paper, whiteboards or the interactive boards.  

 

Assessment  

A uniformed handwriting style should be consistent throughout the school; this will be 

evident on display boards and in book scans. Statutory handwriting requirements for 

KS1 and KS2 children are included in this policy.  

  

The Role of Parents/Carers  

Parents/Carers are made aware of our agreed handwriting style and encouraged to 

practice this with their children at home.   

  

Resources  

Our handwriting style should be displayed in every classroom and available on tables 

for children to refer to. Letter formation posters displayed from EYFS - Year 6, 

joining posters from Year 2 - Year 6. 

Teachers should use lines when modelling handwriting, whether on interactive board, 

PowerPoints, whiteboards, etc. The handwriting session should use the statutory 

spellings for that phase to model letter formation and/or joining as it provides the 

children with the opportunity to learn the spellings at the same time.  

Teachers to have the full set of Nelson Handwriting Scheme books to support them 

with their teaching. 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Year One  

  

o To sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly.  

o Begin to form lower case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing 

in the right place.  

o Form capital letters  

o Form digits 0-9  

o Understand which letters belong to which handwriting families, (i.e. letters that 

are formed in similar ways) and to practise these  

  

Year Two  

  

o To form lower case letters of the correct size relative to one another.  

o Start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters 

and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another are best left 

unjoined. Joining taught explicitly from the Spring Term in standalone-

timetabled handwriting sessions. 

o Write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship 

to one another and to lower case letters.  

  

Years Three and Four  

  

o To use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed 

to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to 

one another, are best left unjoined.  

o Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their 

handwriting, e.g. by ensuring that the down strokes of letters 

are parallel and equidistant, that lines of writing are spaced 

sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters 

do not touch.  

  

Years Five and Six  

  

o To write legibly, fluency and with increased speed by:  

o Choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether 

or not to join specific letters.  

o Choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendices 

1. Ready reference – The letter forms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Ready reference – The joins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Learning objectives taught through workbooks 1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Developing skills – red level. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. Developing skills – yellow level. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6. Developing skills – Book one. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7. Developing skills – Book Two. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8. Developing skills – Book Three. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9. Developing skills – Book Four. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10. Early Learning Goals – The Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation 

Stage – 8th December 2023  

Early Learning goals – Literacy 

"ELG: Writing (page 15) 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

 Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed; 

 Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters; 

 Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.” 

Early Learning goals - Physical Development 

"ELG: Gross Motor Skills (page 14) 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

 Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others; 

 Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing; 

 Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing. 

"ELG: Fine Motor Skills (page 14) 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

 Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases; 

 Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery; 

 Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.” 

EYFS Development Matters 2020 Statements and ELGs Physical Development 

Children in Reception 

• Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already acquired: 

- rolling - walking - running - skipping 

- crawling - jumping - hopping - climbing 

• Progress towards a more fluent style of moving, with developing control and grace. 

• Develop the overall body strength, co-ordination, balance and agility needed to engage successfully with 

future physical education sessions and other physical disciplines including dance, gymnastics, sport 

and swimming. 

• Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and 

confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks 

and spoons. 

• Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor. 

• Combine different movements with ease and fluency. 

• Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and outside, alone and in a group. 

• Develop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination and agility. 

• Further develop and refine a range of ball skills including: throwing, catching, kicking, passing, batting, 

and aiming. 

• Develop confidence, competence, precision and accuracy when engaging in activities that involve a ball. 

• Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient. 

• Further develop the skills they need to manage the school day successfully: 

- lining up and queuing 

- mealtimes 

Department of Education: Early years foundation stage statutory framework - For group and school-based providers Setting 

the standards for learning, development and care for children from birth to five Published: 8 December 2023, Effective: 4 

January 2024, © Crown copyright 2023 

Development Matters Non-statutory curriculum guidance for the early years foundation stage; September 2020 

The Department for Education has also published this additional document to support and guide practitioners in developing a varied and rich curriculum that meets the requirements 

of the statutory framework for early years foundation stage. 

Development Matters Non-statutory curriculum guidance for the early years foundation stage; September 2020 

 



 

 

11. Reference Guide for Teachers 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12. Posters for Table Boxes and Displays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  



Monitoring and Review 

The policy is available for all parents from the school office upon request and is also 

published on the school website.   www.wrens-nest.dudley.sch.uk   

Review  

This policy will be reviewed before the start of each new academic year.   

 

New National Curriculum Statutory Requirements  

2015 Year 1 – Handwriting National Curriculum expectations for handwriting.  

  

Reviewed on: 

Date: September 2024                          

Review date: September 2025 

 

http://www.wrens-nest.dudley.sch.uk/

